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PARTNER

412.288.2474

julie.colton@obermayer.com

LOCATED IN
Pittsburgh, PA

MEET JULIE

“My goal is to use my litigation, mediation, and collaborative law experience to find an outcome

that fits the needs of the client.”

— Julie R. Colton, Partner

Pittsburgh Family Law Attorney

 

Julie focuses her practice on family law matters including divorce, child custody, support, asset division,

prenuptial agreements, and international custody. Julie also has experience in family law mediation and

collaborative law in the Pittsburgh area.

Julie believes that clear, open communication with her clients regarding expectations and outcomes is

one of her most important duties as a family lawyer and mediator. She helps her clients sort out the legal

aspects of a case from the emotions that are invariably involved so they are able to make the best

decisions for themselves and their families. When necessary, Julie will fight on behalf of her clients to

achieve the best possible legal outcome in court.

In her free time, Julie enjoys baking, craft beer, and spending time with her family. A baseball fan, Julie’s

idea of the perfect vacation is heading to Florida for the Pittsburgh Pirates spring training camp with a

little beach time thrown in for good measure.

EXPERIENCE

Julie has represented clients in family law, mediation, litigation and collaborative matters and has argued
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cases before the Pennsylvania Superior Court. Some of Julie’s more notable cases include:

Litigating family law matters comprising of; custody, support and divorce cases involving multiple states, including cases

involving questions of jurisdiction and application of law;

Representing parents from different countries in international custody cases, including which country has jurisdiction to
decide the case and what the custody schedule should be;

Successfully litigating a complex divorce matter so that the dependent spouse received the assets needed to maintain

the marital residence and pursue a career in the arts; and

Family law mediation including complex divorce and custody matters so that both parties felt as though their needs were

met throughout the process and the parties were able to avoid litigation.

Prior to joining Obermayer, Julie worked for boutique family law firms and clerked for the Honorable Kim

D. Eaton in the Allegheny County Court of Common Pleas, Family Division.

NEWS & INSIGHTS

Julie Colton Elected to Allegheny County Bar Association Board of Governors
June 08, 2026 by Julie R. Colton

Julie Colton Featured in Forbes on Growing Demand for Prenuptial Agreements
June 01, 2026 by Julie R. Colton

Julie Colton and Matthew Rogers Continue Leadership in ACBA Family Law Section
May 26, 2026 by Matthew R. Rogers, Julie R. Colton

What is a Criminal History and Abuse Verification Form?
May 26, 2026 by Julie R. Colton

Obermayer Attorneys Named to 2026 Pennsylvania Super Lawyers® and Rising Stars Lists
May 22, 2026 by Brian R. Price, Caitlin E. Foley, Matthew R. Rogers, Darwin R. Beauvais, Hayley N. Purcell Sinkler, Madison G. Melinek-Heft,

Terry Mutchler, Stephanie Stecklair Tarantino, Melissa M. Blanco, Kellie A. McGowan, Michael A. Thom, Marcelina R. Policicchio, Mathieu J.

Shapiro, Stephanie H. Winegrad, Adam H. Tanker, Alina Chuklin, Tara K. Burns, Nina B. Stryker, Nicholas Poduslenko, Michael S.

Pepperman, Nicole E. Norcross, Hillary J. Moonay, Thomas A. Leonard III, David L. Ladov, Edmond M. George, Samantha J. Evian, Julie R.

Colton, Michael E. Bertin

Julie Colton to Present: Family Law in the Age of AI
April 21, 2026 by Julie R. Colton

ACTIVITIES & HONORS

Julie is an Adjunct Professor teaching family law at the University of Pittsburgh School of Law. Julie serves

as Immediate Past Chair of the ACBA Family Law Section following two terms as Chair. She also sits on

the Section’s Court Relations and Guidelines Committees. Additionally, she is a Fellow of the Allegheny

County Bar Foundation. Julie is a member of the Allegheny County Bar Association Board of Governors,

serving a term from July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2029, and previously served on the Board from 2011 to

2014. She also holds the position of Treasurer for the Family Law Section of the Pennsylvania Bar

https://www.obermayer.com/julie-colton-elected-to-allegheny-county-bar-association-board-of-governors/
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?lang=zh-hans?posts-author=atty-678
https://www.obermayer.com/julie-colton-featured-in-forbes-on-growing-demand-for-prenuptial-agreements/
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-678
https://www.obermayer.com/julie-colton-and-matthew-rogers-continue-leadership-in-acba-family-law-section/
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-12149
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-678
https://www.obermayerfamilymatters.com/2026/05/what-is-a-criminal-history-and-abuse-verification-form/?lang=zh-hans
https://www.obermayerfamilymatters.com?posts-author=auth-64
https://www.obermayer.com/obermayer-attorneys-named-to-2026-pennsylvania-super-lawyers-and-rising-stars-lists/
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-13398
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-13135
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-12149
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-11259
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-10657
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-9825
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-8795
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-8295
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-7862
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-5180
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-4922
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-4339
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-2585
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-2585
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-2405
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-1476
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-965
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-964
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-821
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-794
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-790
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-790
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-786
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-778
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-760
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-749
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-710
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-691
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-678
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-678
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-645
https://www.obermayer.com/julie-colton-to-present-family-law-in-the-age-of-ai/
https://www.obermayer.com/news-insights/?posts-author=atty-678
https://www.obermayer.com/julie-colton-and-matthew-rogers-continue-leadership-in-acba-family-law-section/
https://www.obermayer.com/julie-colton-reelected-chair-of-acba-family-law-section/
https://www.obermayer.com/julie-colton-elected-treasurer-of-family-law-section-of-pa-bar-association/
https://www.obermayer.com/?lang=zh-hans
https://www.obermayer.com/?lang=zh-hans


www.obermayer.com

©2026 Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP. All Rights Reserved. 3

Association and serves on its Section Council. She also serves on the Domestic Relations Law Advisory

Committee of the Joint State Government Commission, the bipartisan research agency of the

Pennsylvania General Assembly. 

Julie has published articles relating to a variety of family law topics in The Legal Intelligencer,

Pennsylvania Family Lawyer, The Journal of the Allegheny County Bar Association, and Jurist. She has

also appeared on “Dealing with Divorce” on KDKA Radio, discussing divorce and custody issues.

Julie volunteers time as a pro bono advocate representing plaintiffs in Protection From Abuse (PFA) cases

with Neighborhood Legal Service, where she was previously President of the Board.

Julie is a Fellow with the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML) and previously served as co-

chair of its Domestic Violence Taskforce.

She has also been selected for:

Pennsylvania’s Rising Stars® in 2019 and 2020;

Pennsylvania Super Lawyers® – 2021, 2025;

Top 100: 2025 Pennsylvania Super Lawyers, 

Top 50: 2025 Women Pennsylvania Super Lawyers, and

Top 50: 2025 Pittsburgh Super Lawyers.

and was recognized by Best Lawyers® (2019-2026).

Additionally, she was selected by Best Lawyers® as the 2021 “Lawyer of the Year” in Pittsburgh, PA. 

Julie was recognized as a Top Author for JD Supra’s 2023 Readers’ Choice Awards, as one of the leading

ten authors in the United States, covering family law and related matters on JD Supra. 

Awards Won*
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*Click here for a description of the standard or methodology on which the awards and honors are based. No aspect of this
advertisement is approved by the Supreme Court of New Jersey.

EDUCATION

University of Pittsburgh School of Law, JD

Gannon University, BA, Psychology

ADMISSIONS

Pennsylvania

United States District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania

CAPABILITIES

Family Law

Child & Spousal Support

Custody

Divorce

Domestic Abuse

Mediation

Industry Focus

Individuals & Private Clients
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